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Yellow Jug Old Drugs Program Going Well

Receives Financial Support

Expanding to More Pharmacies


Coordinated by Great Lakes Clean Water Organization, a local non profit, the Yellow Jug Old Drugs program began in May as a Pilot program. The program has gone very well and is now expanding to provide the service to more communities.

    Up until now when a person wanted to dispose of unused/ unwanted/expired drugs the only option available to them was to flush down the drain or send to a landfill. In Michigan and across the country this has led to an emerging problem of trace amounts of chemicals showing up in our water.  
Now the Yellow Jug Old Drugs program is providing a solution. Individuals can bring unused/unwanted/expired drugs to participating pharmacies for proper disposal. Collected drugs will then be incinerated in a State of Michigan approved facility. Incineration is recommended by the World Health Organization as the most thorough and environmentally responsible method of destroying unused/unwanted drugs. 

The Yellow Jug Old Drugs Program is currently available at these  participating pharmacies

	Alpena          Neiman's Pharmacy           356-2191 

                       The Drug Store                   354-2171 

                       The Medicine Shoppe        356-6106

Rogers City   McLean Pharmacy            734-4701

Lincoln          Lincoln Pharmacy             736-8138

Oscoda          Gilbert's Drug Store          739-7585

Tawas            Sav-Mor Drugs                   362-3311

E. Tawas       The Medicine Shoppe         362-7415

Mio                Pioneer Family Pharmacy 826-8989

Roscommon  Pioneer Family Pharmacy 275-5600

St. Helen       Pioneer Family Pharmacy 389-7252

West Branch Pioneer Family Pharmacy 345-5610

Hillman         Hillman Pharmacy             742-3527

Grayling        Medicine Shoppe                348-2000

	



There is no cost for individuals for the service. The program costs are supported by a grant of $3,600 from United Water, a grant of $3000 from The Community Foundation of Northeast Michigan and support from local pharmacies.  


Michael Glowinski, United Water states, “ United Water has long recognized the need to prevent unwanted and expired drugs from entering our valuable water resources. Until recently the only viable option we could offer was to dispose of unwanted drugs in a landfill. We are happy to be able to provide support for the more environmentally responsible disposal guidance that the Yellow Jug program offers to our customers.”  


With financial support in place plans are under way to expand the Yellow Jug Old Jugs program.  According to Chris Angel, a founding member of Great Lakes Clean Water, “ We plan to have 24  participating pharmacies very soon in additional cities such as Gaylord, Cheboygan, Standish and others so that all of Northeast Michigan is provided the opportunity to safely and properly dispose of unused/unwanted drugs.”


Angel adds, “Our priority thus far has been Northeast Michigan, we plan to offer the Yellow Jug Old Drugs program to other communities across the state soon.”

The program has been well received by pharmacists, customers and those concerned with the issue of safe and proper disposal of unused/unwanted drugs including Congressman Bart Stupak who has sponsored legislation on this issue. 

 
Congressman Bart Stupak stated, “As drugs that are no longer needed sit around in household medicine cabinets, millions of Americans - particularly teenagers - are turning to these unused pharmaceuticals at an alarming rate as an alternative to illegal drugs," Stupak said. "By implementing a safe, controlled and environmentally-friendly means for disposing of unwanted drugs, we can
make it harder for teens to abuse prescription drugs, while at the same time cleaning up our lakes, rivers and streams."   

The Yellow Jug Old Drugs program accepts non-controlled drugs only at pharmacies.  Collection for Controlled Drugs is being coordinated with Michigan State Police/HUNT. Dates for collection of controlled substances will be posted on website.

For more information on the Yellow Jug Old Drugs program go to www.greatlakescleanwater.org or call 989-736-8179
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